Policy Change - “Just-in-time” IACUC Review

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced the amendment of the Public Health Service (PHS) Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals to allow "just-in-time" verification of Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) approval of animal use in PHS-funded research.   This change was strongly endorsed by researchers, universities, and other professional associations in their comments to NIH.

In the past, verification of IACUC approval of an animal research project had to be complete within 60 days of submission of an application to NIH and prior to peer review of the proposal.  The change in policy requires verification of approval "any time prior to award unless specifically required by a funding component."  Effective September 1, 2002, the new policy permits universities to wait until after NIH-peer review is complete to begin the review process.  NIH recognizes its obligation to give universities adequate notice, prior to an award, to conduct the review.

The change affords universities greater flexibility in determining when to require investigators initiate the review process.  NIH hopes the change will reduce some of the regulatory burden on universities by permitting the applicants and IACUC to focus substantive review on proposals likely to be funded by NIH.   
